Previous studies have demonstrated that significant gram-negative bacteriuria can be detected by using the Limulus amoebocyte lysate test. A series of 580 urine specimens were tested in parallel with the automated MS-2 (Abbott Laboratories) assay and with quantitative urine bacterial cultures. The overall ability of the MS- Previous methods for the rapid detection of significant bacteriuria included chemical tests for the presence of bacterial enzymes or byproducts in urine, such as the Griess nitrate reductase and tetrazolium reductase tests (6, 8), examination of urine sediment by either phasecontrast microscopy (1) or Gram stain of uncentrifuged urine sediment (2), and more recently, the use of automated instruments for rapid detection of bacterial growth, e.g., Autobac (General Diagnostics), AutoMicrobic system (Vitek Systems), and MS-2 (Abbott Laboratories) (7). The Limulus amoebocyte lysate (LAL) endotoxin assay has been shown previously to be a novel approach to the rapid detection of significant gram-negative bacteriuria (4). The LAL test has recently been made faster and more sensitive through automation by the Abbott MS-2 Microbiology System (3). This communication describes the testing of a series of 580 urine specimens in parallel with the automated MS-2 LAL test and standard quantitative urine bacterial cultures.
Previous studies have demonstrated that significant gram-negative bacteriuria can be detected by using the Limulus amoebocyte lysate test. A series of 580 urine specimens were tested in parallel with the automated MS-2 (Abbott Laboratories) assay and with quantitative urine bacterial cultures. The overall ability of the MS-2 Limulus amoebocyte lysate test to correctly classify urine specimens as containing either 105 organisms or <105 organisms per ml during a 20-min test period was 92.6%.
Previous methods for the rapid detection of significant bacteriuria included chemical tests for the presence of bacterial enzymes or byproducts in urine, such as the Griess nitrate reductase and tetrazolium reductase tests (6, 8) , examination of urine sediment by either phasecontrast microscopy (1) or Gram stain of uncentrifuged urine sediment (2), and more recently, the use of automated instruments for rapid detection of bacterial growth, e.g., Autobac (General Diagnostics), AutoMicrobic system (Vitek Systems), and MS-2 (Abbott Laboratories) (7). The Limulus amoebocyte lysate (LAL) endotoxin assay has been shown previously to be a novel approach to the rapid detection of significant gram-negative bacteriuria (4 
